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Purpose of marriage

To find tranquility and comfort
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- Highlights the importance of marriage as it pertains to a person’s
spiritual life

- Imam al-Ghazali notes that the two most destructive factors to a
person’s faith are the sexual organs and the stomach. After marriage,
a person only needs to protect oneself from the second threat

Intention for marriage

The purpose of life is to worship Allah, therefore, the ideal intention
should be seeking the pleasure of Allah and closeness to Him

- Marriage is the sunnah of our Prophet 5% and the prophets in
general

Source of barakah in
marriage

Having a sound intention and following the prescribed religious
guidance in getting married

What to look for in a
spouse?
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- Mulla ‘AlT al-QarT clarifies that beauty should not be disregarded,
rather, it should not be the only motivating factor for marriage

Salat al-Istikhara

Seeking assistance and blessing from Allah

- A number of hadiths do not mention the two rak‘ahs along with the
du‘a@’ so if a woman is unable to pray she may make the du‘a’ alone
- The scholarly recommendation based on experience is to do it for
seven days

* Istikharah may be continued up till the date of the marriage as a
request for His blessings in the union




Nikah

1) Best place for it is the masijid

2) Best day to do it is on a Friday

3) At least two witnesses should be present

4) The mahr (marriage payment) is stipulated beforehand and
included as part of the contract

5) It is preferred for the bride to appoint a wakil to represent her in the
gathering

6) Imam performs the Khutbat al-Haja

7) Imam takes the complete name of the bride and groom along with
mentioning the amount of mahr and seeks consent from the wakil and
the groom in the presence of at least two witnesses

Du‘a for the couple

Mahr

Mahr al-mithl

Recommended
amounts

Also known as sadagq or sidaq, is a marriage gift

- There is no maximum limit but the minimum amount is ten dirhams
which is 30.6 g of silver

Default sum of the mahr which is determined by the amount received
by other women on the paternal side of her family

- Mahr Fatim1 : The amount of mahr given to Fatima by Ali as
stipulated by the Prophet SAW. The strongest view is that this amount
was 480 dirhams or 1469.6 g of silver

- Mahr azw3j al-nabrt : The amount paid by the Prophet st to his
wives, which is 500 dirhams or 1530.9 g of silver

* The mahr azw3j is the preferred dowry since the amount is
undisputed and is transmitted in Sahth Muslim

Wedding rings

It is not a Prophetic sunnah but it is permissible to give to one’s wife,
however it may only be a gold or silver ring

* Only silver rings are permissible for men and only gold and silver
rings are permissible for women. The stone itself is not taken into
consideration.

Walimah

It is sunnah mu’akkadah to serve food to one’s family, friends and
neighbors once the couple have consummated the marriage and it is
the duty of the husband

Making marriage
easy
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- The Prophet A5 urged people to make nikah easy and affordable

Taking the husband’s
surname

It is not an Islamic practice, however, it is permissible if considered a
cultural custom and not an attempt to disassociate from one’s
biological family




Arguments

The Messenger i5:% was the best of creation yet still fallouts and
disagreements occurred between him and his wives

Applying husn
al-dhann
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“A believer must not hate a believing woman; if he dislikes one of her
characteristics he will be pleased with another”

Keys for men to build
a successful
marriage

1) Show affection, especially with non-sexual touching

2) Be a man, meaning be chivalrous, dignified, mature, help at home,
sort things out, and be financially responsible

3) Praise and compliment, tell your wife she is beautiful regularly

4) Look nice for her as you want her to look nice for you

5) Don’t expect your wife to be like your mother

6) Listen to her

7) Provide positive encouragement, making time for her wider
interests beyond being a wife and mother

Keys for women to
build a successful
marriage

1) Respect, which means not undermining him or doubting his
capability

2) Be a woman, opposites attract and a man is drawn to femininity
3) Express your feelings and needs clearly, do not just expect things
without any communication

4) Give him his space and some time alone

5) Speak to him about his problems, not to others as this is backbiting
if there is no valid excuse

6) Be considerate and moderate in your expectations, do not make
comparisons to other people

7) Being open to change and being flexible

Types of affectionate

Men should learn to act more gently and affectionately while women

needs should learn to express themselves sexually
First night of the It is not a sunnah or necessary to have sexual intercourse
marriage

Focus should be psychological bonding, developing confidence by
praising one another, and creating a spiritual foundation




Recommendations
for the first night

1) Couple should offer two rak‘ahs together in congregation
2) The husband holds the wife’s forelock and recites:
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* The wife may also make this supplication
3) Give a special gift at this time as the Prophet Al said:

-
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4) Offer the bride something to drink
5) Recite the following du‘a’ every time before sexual intercourse:
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Rights of women

The rights of women are similar to what is demanded of them e.g.
sexual fulfillment
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Financial
responsibility

The husband must provide the wife nafaga (a stipend) which includes
money for decent clothing, accommodation, food, and miscellaneous
spending

Dealing with desires
before marriage

Du‘as
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Alongside fasting, it is generally recommended to cut out sugary foods
and red meat and to engage in high-intensity exercises
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Dealing with a
defiant wife

1) Verbally advise and admonish her
2) Then ignore her in bed
3) If the first two methods do not work then he has the right to darb




What is darb?

Hadith

A physical reprimand that entails a hit or tap intended to express
displeasure and not to cause a wound or to leave marks

- Face must be avoided
- Ibn ‘Abbas RA described it as striking with a siwak or the like
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Saying divorce

Hadith

Divorce is legally effective whether said intentionally, accidentally or
as a joke
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Giving three divorces

A wife who has been given three divorces may not remarry the same
guy unless she marries someone else first and consummates the
marriage and then divorces from him

Words of divorce

The words should be in the past or present tense and may be either
clear and direct (sarih) or indirect (kinayah)

- An indirect statement requires an accompanying intention or
circumstantial evidence such as being said in the context of divorce

Types of talaq

RajT and B&'in:

Talaq raj1
(Revocable divorce)

- The wife enters into a state of ‘iddah for three menstrual cycles and
the wife remains in the same house while the man continues to
provide financially but they do not become intimate

- The husband may revoke the divorce during this time by either a
statement of revocation or an intimate act

- If the ‘iddah period ends without reconciliation then the divorce
becomes final (ba’in) and the couple would need to have a new nikah

Talaq ba’in
(Irrevocable divorce)
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- Wife will enter ‘iddah in the same home for three menstrual cycles
and the man is financially responsible

- He may not revoke her without her permission and a new nikah is
required whether reconciliation occurs during or after the ‘iddah

- They may not engage in any intimacy and she will observe hijab in
front of him

- Up till two divorces are allowed for the purpose of reconciliation i.e.
they may reconcile after the first two divorces but not after the third




Halalah

The process of a woman marrying another man, after being divorced
thrice, and then being divorced from him making her lawful to be
married to the first husband

Three divorces being
regarded as one

The agreement of all four Islamic schools is that three divorces issued
together count as three

- Ibn Taymiyyah was the first to publicly give the ruling that three
divorces issued together amount to one

Divorce during hayd

According to all four schools, such a divorce is valid although the
husband will be sinful

- Divorce issued during pregnancy is valid according to all

Khul*

Type of separation in which the wife agrees to return her mahr or
another sum of money in exchange for a talaq ba’in

- It is makrth tahrimT for the husband to take any payment in return for
the divorce if he was the one at fault

Mut‘ah

A parting gift of gratification in the form of clothes or its value in cash
given to the wife after divorce

‘Ilddah

1) Divorced women observe ‘iddah for three complete menstrual
cycles, not counting the cycle in which the divorce is given if
applicable

2) If she does not experience hayd then the duration is three months
3) If she is a widow then the duration is four months and ten days

4) If she is pregnant at the time of divorce or death then the ‘iddah
ends at the time of birth

Ihdad

Avoiding any kind of adornment or beautification by the widow and the
irrevocably divorced woman

Child custody

The mother is to be the primary custodial parent for the child until the
child reaches the age of discernment as long as she does not remarry
- After the age of discernment, the child enters the custody of the
father

Spouses in Paradise

Hadith

Paradise is meant to be enjoyed with a spouse
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- There is no one without a spouse in Jannah

A woman will be with her last husband of this world if she married




more than once and they all enter Paradise

The first human relationship that Allah created was that of husband
and wife and it will remain even in Paradise




