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Learning about evil
Hudhayfah

Identifying evil is a form of warning from it
- “People used to ask Allah’s Messenger about goodness, while

I used to ask him about evil out of fear that it might harm me”
ِرَسُولَيَسْأَلوُنَالنَّاسُكَانَ يُدْرِكَنِيأَنْمَخَافَةَالشَّرِّعَنِأَسْأَلهُُوَكُنْتُالْخَيْرِعَنِصلى الله عليه وسلماللَّه

Adherence to the
Sunnah and the

Jamā‘ah

“The devil is to humans just as a wolf is to sheep. He takes the sheep
that goes astray. So beware of side roads in a valley and stick to the
Jamā‘ah, the community and the masjid”

يْطَانَإِنَّصلى الله عليه وسلم:قَالَ بُالشَّ بِالإِنْسَانِذِئْ اةَيَأْخُذُالْغَنَمِكَذِئْ احِيَةَالْقَاصِيَةَالشَّ اكُمْوَالنَّ عَابَفَإِيَّ وَالشِّ
ةِبِالْجَمَاعَةِوَعَلْيُكْم وَالْمَسْجِدِوَالْعَامَّ

“Stick to the Jamā‘ah, for Allah SWT will never gather my nation over
anything except guidance”

َفَإِنَّبِالْجَمَاعَةِفَعَلَيْكُمْ تِييَجْمَعْلَمْاللَّه الْهُدَىعَلَىإِلاأُمَّ

Thawrī: “No saying and action is proper unless accompanied with
intention, and no saying, action and intention is proper unless they are
consistent with the Sunnah”

السنةبموافقةإلاونيةوعملقوليستقيمولابنيةإلاوعملقوليستقيمولا

“Whoever rejects my Sunnah he is not from me”
مِنِّيفَلَيْسَسُنَّتِيعَنْرَغِبَمَنْ

Bid‘ah

Meaning of bid‘ah

Thawrī: Bid‘ah is more beloved to Iblīs than a regular sin, because it is
possible to repent from a regular sin, but not possible to repent from a
bid‘ah (i.e. because the innovator does not think it is bad)

منهايُتابُلاوالبدعةمنها،يُتابالمعصيةالمعصية،مِنإبليسَإِلَىأحبّالْبِدْعَة

Al-Layth ibn Sa‘d: “If I were to see an innovator walking on water I
would still not accept him”

قَبِلتُهمَاالماءعَلَىيمشيبدعةصاحبَرأيتُلو

Bid‘ah is defined as a practice that has no origin in the Sharī‘ah
- If something was innovated without contradicting the Sharī‘ah

then still most of the Salaf disliked it
- They used to turn away from every innovation even if it

was permissible
وكانوايكرهونهالسلفجمهوركانفقدعليهاالتعاطييوجبولاالشريعةيخالفلاشيءابتدعفإن

جائزاكانوإنمبتدعكلمنينفرون
- The Salaf did not see harm in practicing some innovations that

did not contradict the Sharī‘ah
- People used to pray tarāwīh individually and later

‘Umar RA gathered them to pray behind Ubayy bin
Ka‘b saying “what a good bid‘ah this is”

- ‘Umar RA did so because prayer in



congregation is prescribed by Sharī‘ah
جُلوكانوحدانارمضانفِييصلونكانواالناسأن فجمعهمالْجَمَاعَةبصلاتهفيصلييصليالرَّ

الْجَمَاعَةصلاةلأنهذهالْبِدْعَةنعمتقَالَفرآهمخرجفلماكعببْنأبيعَلَىالخطاببْنعُمَر
مشروعة

73 sects

Division of the
people of bid‘ah

“My nation will split into 73 sects, all of which will be in the Hellfire,
except one, will be in Paradise”

قَتْ تِيوَتَفَرَّ ارِفِيكُلُّهُمْمِلَّةًوَسَبْعِينَثَلاثٍعَلَىأُمَّ وَاحِدَةًمِلَّةًإِلاالنَّ

Some of these sects are:
- Mu‘tazilah - claimed the creationism of the Quran and denied

seeing Allah in the Hereafter
- Shaytāniyyah - claimed that Allah did not create the devil
- Raywandiyyah - claimed that it was permissible to act upon

any of the books revealed from Allah, whether these books
were abrogated or not

- Zanadiqah - claimed that no one could confirm a god, because
such confirmation may not take place except through the five
senses and that which may not be sensed may not be
confirmed

- Fāniyyah - claimed that Paradise and Hellfire would eventually
vanish

- Mushabbihah - claimed that Allah’s Sight was just like our
sight, and His hand was just like our hand

- ‘Alawiyyah - claimed that the revelation was supposed to be
delivered to Ali RA and that Jibrīl erred

- Imāmiyyah - claimed that the world would always have an
Imam from the offspring of Husayn RA and that Jibrīl would
teach the Imam until his death and then a new Imam would
take his place

- Af‘āliyyah - claimed that human actions were not controlled by
humans and instead, we are driven to do things just like cattle
are driven by rope

- Sābiqiyyah - claimed that a fortunate person will not be
harmed by his sins, and an unfortunate person will not benefit
from his righteous deeds

- Hibbiyyah - claimed that whoever drinks from the glass of
Allah’s Love, then all forms of obligatory worship are dropped
off him

- Khawfiyyah - claimed that whoever loves Allah then he is not
to fear Him, because a lover must not fear his loved one

Excess The devil entices the human to be excessive in general

Hot-temperedness Wabh bin Munabbih: A monk asked the devil when he had appeared
to him: Which of human manners are most helpful for you to overtake
a human? He replied: Hot-temperedness. When a servant is
hot-tempered we play with him just as kids play with a ball

يْطَانِرَاهِبٌقَالَ ةُقَالَعَلَيْهِمْلَكَأَعْوَنُآدَمَبَنِيأَخْلاقِأَيُّلَهُبَدَاوَقَدْللِشَّ حَدِيدًاكَانَإِذَاالْعَبْدَإِنَّ،الْحِدَّ
بْيَانُيُقَلِّبُكَمَاقَلَّبْنَاهُ الْكُرَةَالصِّ



Women Iblīs: Never be alone with a woman that is not lawful to you. Because
whenever someone does so, I personally accompany him and use her
to seduce him

هُقَطُّلَكَتَحِلُّلابِامْرَأَةٍتَخْلَوْنَلا أَصْحَابِيدُونَصَاحِبَهُكُنْتُإِلالَهُتَحِلُّلابِامْرَأَةٍرَجُلٌخَلامَافَإِنَّ
بِهَاأُفْتِنَهُحَتَّى

A devil companion Allah’s Messengerصلى الله عليه وسلم said: Each human has been assigned one jinn
and one angel. They asked himصلى الله عليه وسلم: Is this the same for you? He
replied: It is the same for me, but Allah has helped me against my
jinn, he became Muslim and does not tell me to do anything but good

لَوَقَدْإِلاأَحَدٍمِنْمِنْكُمْمَا اكَقَالوُا،الْمَلائِكَةِمِنَوَقَرِينُهُالْجِنِّمِنَقَرِينُهُبِهِوُكِّ ِرَسُولَيَاوَإِيَّ اللَّه
ايَقَالَ: َوَلَكِنَّوَإِيَّ بِحَقٍّإِلايَأْمُرُنِيفَلاعَلَيْهِأَعَانَنِياللَّه

Allah’s Messengerصلى الله عليه وسلم said: The devil has an effect on the son of
Adam and so does the angel. The devil threatens bad outcomes and
rejection of the truth. The angel promises a good end and belief in the
truth. Whoever finds the latter let him thank Allah for it. Whoever finds
the former, let him seek refuge from the devil. The Prophet then
recited: Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality

يْطَانِإِنَّ ةًللِشَّ ةًوَللِْمَلكِِآدَمَبِابْنِلمَُّ المَُّ ةُفَأَمَّ يْطَانِلمَُّ ابِالْحَقِّوَتَكْذِيبٌبِالشَّرِّفَإِيعَادٌالشَّ ةُوَأَمَّ الْمَلكِِلمَُّ
اذَلكَِمِنْوَجَدَفَمَنْبِالْحَقِّوَتَصْدِيقٌبِالْخَيْرِفَإِيعَادٌ هُفَلْيَعْلَمْشَيْئً ِمِنَأَنَّ َفَلْيَحْمَدِاللَّه الأُخْرَىوَجَدَوَمَنْاللَّه
ذْ يْطَانِمِنَفَلْيَتَعَوَّ يْطَانُقَرَأَ:ثُمَّالشَّ بِالْفَحْشَاءِوَيَأْمُرُكُمْالْفَقْرَيَعِدُكُمُالشَّ

Doubts about Allah The Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: Indeed the devil comes to a person and says: Who
created you? He replies: Allah. The devil says: So who created Allah?
When one of you finds such whisperings let him say: I believe in Allah
and His Messengers

يْطَانَإِنَّ ُفَيَقوُلُخَلَقَكَمَنْفَيَقوُلُأَحَدَكُمْيَأْتِيالشَّ َخَلَقَفَمَنْفَيَقوُلُاللَّه فَلْيَقلُْذَلكَِأَحَدَكُمْوَجَدَفَإِذَااللَّه
ِآمَنْتُ عَنْهُيُذْهِبُذَلكَِفَإِنَّوَرَسُولهِِبِاللَّه

Utility in seeking
Allah’s protection

One of the Salaf: If you try to pass by some sheep and the shepherd’s
dog barks at you to prevent you from passing, don’t try to fight and
repel the dog as this would take too long, instead, seek the assistance
of the sheep’s owner

Strength of the
devil’s influence

Iblīs influences people as much as possible
- His influence depends on how alert, negligent, ignorant and

knowledgeable they are

Materialists/Atheists
(al-Dahriyyah)

These people denied Allah’s existence because they failed to sense
Him with their senses

If a person passes by a piece of land with no buildings, then returns to
find a wall built there, he would realize that there must have been a
builder who built the wall

- If a person only contemplates over himself, that would be
enough of a proof

- The human body contains wisdoms that may not be
compiled in a book

بناهبانمنلَهُبدلاأنهعلممبنياحائطافرأىعادثمبنيانفيهليسبقاعمرلوالإنسانفَإِن



فِيذكرهيسعلامَاالحكممنالجسدهَذَافِيفَإِنغليلاولشفتدليلالكفتنفسهالإنسانتأمّللو
كتاب

Naturalists

Response

Iblīs convinced some people that all creatures were made by nature
since they are made from earth, water, air and fire

Organized actions can only be done by an entity that is knowing and
wise

- Something that doesn't possess knowledge cannot create
something that does

قادراوليسعالماليسمنيفعلفكيفحكيمعالممنإلايكونلاالمنتظمالمنسقالفعلأنومعلوم

Philosophers
(Falāsafah)

Iblīs deceived Philosophers by making them have opinions that are
independent of the teachings of Prophets

- They spoke on the basis of assumptions
- The reason for their error is that humans are unable to

comprehend the details of religion without revelation

Idol worshippers Iblīs convinced some that idols were gods themselves, while others
he deceived to think that worshiping these idols brought them nearer
to the Creator

‘Amr bin Luhayy was the first to change the religion of Ismā‘īl and
called Arabs to worship idols he brought from Shām

The Makkans used to take stones from Makkah as souvenirs and over
time began worshiping these stones but continued to practice some
teachings of Ibrāhīm and Ismā‘īl such as respecting the Ka‘bah,
circling it, Hajj and ‘Umrah

Allah condemns the idols: “Do they have feet by which they walk? Or
do they have hands by which they strike? Or do they have eyes by
which they see? Or do they have ears by which they hear?”

- How can humans who can walk, hold, see and hear, unlike
idols, worship something inferior?

- A person must worship that which created him, not that which
he created

ذَلكَِعَنْعَاجِزَةٌوَالأَصْنَامُوَتَسْمَعُونَوَتُبْصِرُونَوَتَبْطِشُونَتَمْشُونَأَنْتُمْأَيْالْعِبَادِإِلَىالإِشَارَةُوَكَانَتِ
بِمَجْمُوعٍوَلَيْسَوَيُجْمَعُيُصْنَعُوَلاالأَشْيَاءَيَصْنَعُالإِلَهَأَنَّلَعَلمُِواتفكّرواولوالناقصالتامّعَبَدَفَكَيْفَ
مَابِهَايَقوُمُوَلابِهِالأَشْيَاءُوَتَقوُمُ نْسَانِيَنْبَغِيوَإِنَّ صَنَعَهُمَالاصَنَعَهُمَنْيَعْبُدَأَنْللإِ

Jews (Yahūd) They assumed that ‘Uzayr was Allah’s son because he came back
from the dead and recited the Torah from memory

They worshiped the calf because they wanted something that they
could sense

Christians (Nasārā) Iblīs convinced some of them to believe that ‘Īsā AS was Allah’s son
- They confirmed ‘Īsā's need for food and that he was crucified

and unable to repel harm away from himself



Blind following in
matters of creed

(taqlīd)

Ibn Hanbal

Iblīs convinced imitators that proofs may become confusing, and that
the truth may become hidden, so it is best to imitate others

- Jews and Christians imitated their forefathers and scholars,
and so did the people of Jāhiliyyah

Allah SWT condemned those imitating their forefathers saying:
“Indeed they found their fathers on the wrong path, so they made
haste to follow in their footsteps”

هُمْ يُهْرَعُونَآثَارِهِمْعَلَىفَهُمْضَالِّينَآبَاءَهُمْأَلْفَوْاإِنَّ

Most followers glorify certain people and follow their opinions without
adequate analysis

- People should consider the opinion itself, not the one holding
this opinion

وهذاقَالَبماتدبرغيرمنقولهفيتبعونالشخصقلوبهمفِييعظمالمذاهبأصحابعمومأنواعلم
القائلإِلَىلاالقولإِلَىيكونأنينبغيالنظرلأنالضلالعين

It is a sign of a lack of knowledge for someone to imitate another man
in matters of creed

جُلعلمضيقمِن رجلااعتقادهفِييقلدأنالرَّ
- Proofs of matters of creed are clear and no logical person

could not realize them

For matters of branches not related to creed then it is better for a
layperson to imitate someone knowledgeable

- However the layperson is still required to use his intellect to
identify the person most worthy to be imitated

الفروعوأماظاهرالاعتقاددليلإنفالجوابيقلدونلافكيفالدليليعرفونلافالعوامقائلقَالَفَإِن
يفعلهمَاأصلحكانفيهاالخطأأمرلهاوقربعرفانهاالعاميعَلَىواعتاصحوادثهاكثرتلمافإنها

فيهاالتقليدالعامي

‘Umar bin ‘Abd
al-‘Azīz

When asked about deviant sects he responded: “Follow the practice
of school children and the desert Arabs, and abandon everything else”

بِيِّبِدِينِعَلَيْكَ ،الْكُتَّابِفِيالَّذِيالصَّ لْأَعْرَابِيِّ اوَالْهُوَا سِوَاهُمَاعَمَّ

Khawārij

Response of Ibn

The Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: “There will appear some people among you whose
prayer will make you look down upon yours, and whose fasting will
make you look down upon yours, but they will recite the Quran that
will not go beyond their throats (to their hearts) and they will go out of
Islam as an arrow goes through the game”

يقرأونأعمالهممعوَأَعْمَالَكُمْصِيَامِهِمْمَعَوَصِيَامَكُمْصَلاتِهِمْمَعَصَلاتَكُمْتَحْقِرُونَفِيكُمْقَوْمٌيَخْرُجُ
ينِمِنَيَمْرُقوُنَحَنَاجِرَهُمْيُجَاوِزُلاالْقرُْآنَ هْمِمُرُوقَالدِّ مْيَةِمِنَالسَّ الرَّ

Kharijites performed a lot of worshipful acts, but their serious disease
was that they thought they were more knowledgeable than ‘Alī RA

Complained that ‘Alī RA had men judge in a matter of Allah, while
Allah says: “Judgment is for none but Allah”

- Allah has delegated His Judgment to men regarding hunting in
ihrām: “Then the penalty is an offering equivalent to the one he



‘Abbās killed, as judged by two just men among you”
- Regarding a woman and her husband, Allah says: “And if you

fear dissension between the two, send an arbitrator from his
people and an arbitrator from her people”

أترجعونقولكمنقضفَإِذَاهَذَاينقضمَااللَّهكتابفِيعليكمأقرأأنااللَّهأمرفِيلرجالحكمقولكمأما
لاالآية:هذهوتلىأرنبثمندرهمربعفِيالرجالإِلَىحكمهمنصيرقداللَّهفَإِنقلتنعمقالوا
يْدَتَقْتُلوُا مِنْوَحَكَمًاأَهْلهِِمِنْحَكَمًافَابْعَثُوابَيْنِهِمَاشِقَاقَخِفْتُمْوَإِنْوزوجها:المرأةوفيحُرُمٌوَأَنْتُمْالصَّ
أَهْلهَِا

Rāfidah Iblīs persuaded some to exaggerate in loving him to the point of
cursing Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and some even believed that he was
god, while others believed he was the greatest of Prophets

If the Rāfidah say that the Companions stopped believing in Prophetic
principles after the Prophet’s death, then we should have no hope in
Islam, because our only connection to the religion is following what
they transmitted to us

وذريتهمأهليهمفِيسيمالابعدهمقوانينهمحفظتوجبالأنبياءفِيسيماالصحيحةالاعتقاداتفان
النقلإلاوبينهبينناليسلأنهالشرعفِيآمالناخابتبعدههَذَااستحلواالقومأنالرافضةقالتفَإِذَا
بهموالثقةعنهم

Allah’s Messengerصلى الله عليه وسلم: “Do not abuse my Companions”

Bātiniyyah Iblīs beautified for them the doctrine that there were hidden meanings
behind the apparent texts of the Quran and Sunnah

- The apparent meanings were meant for simple folk
- Whoever elevated himself to understand the hidden meanings

was free from fulfilling religious obligations
كانبظواهرهاوقنعوالأغواروالبواطنوالأسرارالخفاياعَلَىالغوصمنعقلهتقاعدمنوأن
منواستراحالتكليفعنهانحطالباطنعلمإِلَىارتقىومنالشرعتكليفاتهيالتيالأغلالتحت
لْأَغْلالَإِصْرَهُمْعَنْهُمْوَيَضَعُتعالى:بقولهالمرادونوهمقالواأعبائه عَلَيْهِمْكَانَتْالَّتِيوَا

The Fire of Ibrahim AS is an expression for the wrath of Nimrod; the
Sacrifice of Ishaq AS means taking the covenant; Yajūj and Majūj are
the literalists

Reciters (Qurrā’)

Al-Hasan al-Basrī

Sometimes an Imam may be fluent at recitation, but not well-versed in
what invalidates the prayer

- The Qur’an was revealed to be acted upon, instead, people
took its recitation as the required deed

بهالعملوتركواالتلاوةعَلَىاقتصرواأنهميعنيعملاتلاوتهالناسفاتخذبهليعملالقرآنأنزل

Some reciters compete to see who recites more in one day
- Some of these people have recited the entire Qur’an 3 times in

one day
- Iblīs deceives them to believe there is reward in this

- Recitation must be for Allah’s sake, not to be praised
by others, and it must be done slowly

- “That you may recite it to the people over a
prolonged period”

مُكْثٍعَلَىالنَّاسِعَلَىلتَِقْرَأَهُ



- “And recite the Qur'an with measured recitation”
تَرْتِيلاالْقرُْآنَوَرَتِّلِ

They may commit bigger sins thinking that memorization of the Qur’an
would alleviate punishment

- This is from Iblīs’ deception since the punishment of a
knowledgeable person will be more severe than that of an
ignorant person

- The fact that the reciter did not respect what he has
memorized is another sin in itself

- “Whoever of you commits open illegal sexual
intercourse, the torment for her will be doubled”

بِيِّنِسَاءَيَا نَةٍبِفَاحِشَةٍمِنْكُنَّيَأْتِمَنْالنَّ ضِعْفَيْنِالْعَذَابُلَهَايُضَاعَفْمُبَيِّ

Hadith traditionalists
(Ashāb al-hadīth)

Iblīs may persuaded them to spend too much time in gathering hadīth
at the expense of performing obligations and learning that which they
must learn

- Some hadith scholars spend decades in acquiring and
compiling hadiths but know nothing of their meanings

- If something happens to them during prayer they would
seek assistance from some junior student of fiqh

والاجتهادعليهميجبمَامعرفةمنعينفرضهوعمابهذايشغلهمبأنعليهميلبسإبليسأنإلا
الحديثفِيوالتفقهاللازمأداءفِي

Some of them do not memorize the Qur’an or the pillars of prayer
- Iblīs deceived them by making them preoccupied with that

which was less important and neglecting that which was more
important

عَنْالكفايةبفروضزعمهمعَلَىهؤلاءفتشاغلالصلاةأركانيعرفولاالقرآنيحفظلامنومنهم
إبليستلبيسمنالمهمعَلَىبمهمليسمَاوإيثارالأعيانفروض

It is of Iblīs’ deception of hadith enthusiasts that they slander one
another while framing this slandering as if it were a part of practicing
al-jarh wa al-ta‘dīl

Jurists (Fuqahā’)

‘Abd al-Rahmān bin
Abī Laylā

It is from Iblīs’ deception of Fiqh scholars that they spend most of their
time in acquiring the techniques of debate

Some jurists do not admit that their opponent is correct

Some debaters tend towards arrogance, stubbornness and the use of
foul language

They provide fatwā before being qualified to do so
- I have met 120 of the Messenger’s Companions, when one of

them was asked to give a verdict he referred the question to
the person next to him, and they continued to do so until the
question ended up at the first person



Iblīs convinces jurists to look down at preachers
- The devil’s objective is to keep them away from gatherings that

soften the heart and bring humility

Preachers (Wu‘‘āz)
and storytellers

(qussās)

Iblīs convinced them to fabricate hadīths that brought fear and hope to
tyne listeners

Iblīs may deceive a good preacher to make him feel that he is not
worthy of preaching, causing him to stop preaching

- Iblīs tells this man that he is showing off, and that quitting is
safer for him

- This discontinues the good that this man was doing

Linguists (Ahl
al-lughah)

Iblīs has deceived most of them by occupying them with the science
of grammar and linguistics to the point of neglecting what they need
go know about religious rituals, proper etiquettes and what rectifies
the heart

- Life is not long enough to acquire all knowledge, and so, we
must prioritize that which is more important

والأفضلالأهمإيثارفينبغيقصيرالعمرولكنحسناكانالكللمعرفةالعمراتسعولو

Iblīs convinced them that they are the greatest scholars of Islam
because the Arabic language is the way to understanding the Qur’an

Scholars (‘Ulamā’) Knowledge is not worth anything without it being acted upon
- It is enough condemnation the saying of Allah: “Like that of a

donkey who carries volumes (of books”
أسفارايحملالحماركمثل

Iblīs may convince scholars that they are spending all of their time
acquiring knowledge to support the religion when in fact they are only
doing so to gain fame, leadership and for others to flock to them

- This deception can be exposed by seeing whether this scholar
feels happy when books of other scholars are circulated and
when students frequent scholars other than him

- A sincere scholar is like a doctor; if a patient is cured at
the hands of a different doctor he would be happy

صفةهذهوماعَلَيْهِذلكثقلمِنْهُأعلمهوممنغيرهإِلَىبعضهمانقطعلوبأنهالتلبيسهَذَاوينكشف
التعليمفِيالمخلص

Iblīs convinces them that it is their right to behave arrogantly
- The cure for this is to keep reading and reminding oneself how

sinful arrogance is
- Gaining knowledge by itself does not repel the evil of these

habits, instead, it increases the due punishment for committing
them

شريدفعلاالعلمأنالنفسوإعلاموالرياءوالحسدالكبرإثمفِيالنظرإدمانوفقلمنهَذَاوعلاج
بِهَاالحجةلتضاعفعذابهايضاعفبلالمكتسباتهذه



Some scholars feel happy that their students are many
- Iblīs deceives them to believe that this happiness is due to the

abundance of students of knowledge when in fact it is due to
the large number of followers and being famous

Rulers (Wulāt)

Hadīth

Iblīs convinces them that Allah loves them which is why He gave them
this position

- Allah has given leadership to people whom He dislikes

Iblīs convinces them that they must be revered so they become too
arrogant to join gatherings of knowledge

Iblīs makes them paranoid of their enemies so they limit the access of
the people to them, including that of the oppressed and needy

- “Whoever was appointed by Allah to lead Muslims but does
not give them access to him to report their need, then Allah will
not give him to access to report his need to Him”

حاجَتِهِدونَاللهاحتجَبَوفقرِهم،وخَلَّتِهمحاجَتِهمدونَفاحتَجَبَالمُسلمينَ،أمرِمِنشيئًااللهوَلاَّهُمَن
وفقرِهِوخَلَّتِهِ

Iblīs convinces them that visiting the righteous and asking them to
pray for them will reduce the punishment for the sins they committed

Worshipers (‘Ubbād)

Hadīth

Hadīth

Sufyān al-Thawrī

Iblīs takes advantage of worshipers because most of them are
ignorant as they occupy themselves with worship and do not seek
knowledge

Iblīs convinces them that worship is better than seeking knowledge
- Seeking knowledge is better than performing voluntary rituals

Iblīs preoccupies people with pronunciation instead of comprehension
of the meanings being read

إبليسمنالوساوسهذهوكلالتلاوةفهمعَنْالحروففيبالمبالغةويُشغلهم

Iblīs has deceived some worshippers to perform a lot of night prayers
- Some fall asleep right before Fajr and miss the obligatory

prayer
- “Your body has a right over you, so wake up and sleep”

ونمفقمحقاعليكلنفسكإن
- “Adhere to moderate demeanor”

قصداهدياعليكم
- The Salaf who prayed at night made sure they prayed Fajr and

took a nap during the day

Iblīs convinces some to openly say that they have been fasting for
years so others follow his example

- A person continues to do a good deed in secret until the devil
convinces him to talk about it openly. So his deed is
transferred from the record of the secretive actions to that of
open actions



يْطَانبهيزالفلاالسرفِيالعملليعملالعبدن ديوانإِلَىالسرديوانمنفينتقلبهيتحدثحتىالشَّ
العلانية

It is out of fear of showing off that righteous people concealed their
actions and pretended to do the opposite of what they were doing

- Dāwūd ibn Abū Hind fasted for 20 years without anyone
knowing

- He used to take his lunch from home and give it to the
poor

السوقإِلَىويخرجغذائهيأخذكانأهلهبهيعلمولمسنةعشرينصامهندأبيبنداودكانفقد
فِيأكلقدأنهيظنونالبيتوأهلالبيتفِيأكلقدأنهيظنونالسوقفأهلالطريقفِيبهفيتصدق
السوق

Those who order
good and forbidding

evil

If the one who orders good is ignorant, then the devil can cause him
to create more harm than good

- He might forbid from doing something that is permissible, or
permissible by some schools of jurisprudence

يْطَانفانجاهلابالمعروفالآمركانإذا إصلاحهمنأكثرأمرهفِيإفسادهكانوإنمابهيتلاعبالشَّ
المذاهببعضفيهوتبعصاحبهفيهتأولمَاأنكروربمابالإجماعجائزشيءعَنْنهىربمالأنه

The Salaf were gentle when forbidding evil
- One of them saw a person talking to a woman and said to him:

“Allah sees the two of you. May Allah keep your affairs a
secret as well as mine”

Iblīs has convinced some worshipers not to forbid evil on the basis
that they are not righteous enough

- He should forbid others even if he is committing the same sin
- It is better if he himself stop committing this sin as hid

admonishing will be more effective
أنعَلَيْهِيجبلأنهغلطوهذاغيريآمرفكيفبصالحليسوأناصلحقدمنوينهييأمرإنماويقول
فيهالمعصيةتلككانتولووينهييأمر

Ascetics (Zuhhād) Iblīs convinces them not to seek knowledge
- An ascetic only benefits himself while a scholar benefits others

as well

Iblīs deceives them into thinking that zuhd requires not indulging in
permissible things

- This was not the way of Allah's Messenger or his Companions
- They only felt hunger when they had nothing to eat

- “Your body has a right over you”
حَقًّاعَلَيْكَلجَِسَدِكَإِنَّ

Iblīs convinces them that asceticism only pertains to food and
clothing, while their hearts are eager for leadership and prestige

- Some of them might reject financial gifts, yet they love for
people to visit them and to kiss their hands

يقنعونفهمفحسبوالملبسالمطعممنبالدونالقناعةهوالزهدأنيوهمهمأنهعليهمتلبيسهومن
الجاهوطلبالرياسةفِيراغبةوقلوبهمبذلك



Some wear torn and tattered clothing and never fix their 'imāmah or
comb their beards

- Dāwūd al-Tā’ī replied that he was too busy with other things
when asked why he did not comb his hair

- This was not the way of the Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم who used to comb
his hair, apply grease to it and wear perfume, all while being
the person most occupied with the Hereafter

They do not realize due to their ignorance that being pleasant toward
one's family is part of attending to the Afterlife

Iblīs deceives ascetics into acting upon what they feel is right, not
based on the opinions of learned people

الفقيهقولإِلَىيلتفتونولابواقعاتهميعملونأنهم

Iblīs deceives the ascetics to look down upon the scholars
- Scholars assume the status of Prophets in preserving the

religion

Sūfīs During the Prophet’s time, people's titles were either “mu’min” or
“muslim”

ِرَسُولزمنفِيالنسبةكانت ومؤمنمسلمفيقالوالإسلامالإيمانإِلَىصلى الله عليه وسلماللَّه

It is not correct to attribute Sufism to Suffah (ahl al-Suffah), otherwise
they would have been titled Suffīs

صفّيلقيلكذلككانلولأنهغلطالصفّةأهلإِلَىالصوفيونسبة

The aim of these people was indeed good, only they were diverted
from the straight path

- Iblīs deceived them by diverting them from knowledge, making
them believe that the goal was action

العملالمقصودأنوأراهمالعلمعَنصدهمأنهعليهمتلبيسهأصلوكان

Sufism is a doctrine different than asceticism (zuhd)
- Zuhd was never condemned by anyone, unlike Sufism

ذمواوَقَدْأحديذمهلمالزهدأنبينهماالفرقعَلَىويدلالزهدعَلَىيَزِيدمعروفمذهبفالتصوف
التصوف

Wealth

Counter

Al-Ghazālī and al-Muhāsibī argue that the absence of wealth is better
than its presence, even if it be used on good

- The least of its evils is, according to Ghazālī, that its
possessors are diverted by its upkeep from the remembrance
of Allah

- The author says this opinion is contrary to the Sharī'ah and to
reason

بالمالللمرادفهموسوءوالعقلالشرعبخلافكلهوهذا

Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: “It is better for you to leave behind your heirs wealthy,
rather than leaving them poor beggars”



Seeking more wealth

Sa‘īd bin
al-Musayyab

Virtue of the poor

Tawakkul

Wajd (ecstasy)

Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: “Honest wealth is good for an honest man”
ِرَسُولَيَافَقلُْتُ الْمَالُنِعْمَعَمْرُويَافَقَالَ:الإِسْلامِفِيرَغْبَةًأَسْلَمْتُوَلَكِنِّيالْمَالِأَجْلِمِنْأَسْلَمْتُمَااللَّه

الحُِ جُلِالصَّ الحِِللِرَّ الصَّ

Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: “O Allah, multiply his wealth and his offspring and bless
him”

لَهُوباركوولدهمالهأكثراللهم
- These hadīths go against the Sūfī belief of having a lot of

wealth being a form of punishment

It is difficult to gather money from a lawful source and for the heart not
to get attached to it

- But if his intention is to sustain his family, to save money for
hard times, to help his brothers and to give to the poor, then he
will be rewarded

When the sons of Ya‘qūb AS told him “and we may add one more
measure of a camel's load” he liked the idea and sent their brother
Benyāmīn with them

بَعِيرٍكَيْلَوَنَزْدَادُ

When golden grasshoppers came down upon Prophet Ayyūb AS, he
began to gather them using his garment and when asked whether he
had had enough responded: “Who can ever have enough of Your
Bounty?”

فضلكمنيشبَعمَنربّياقَالَشبعتَأمالَهُفَقِيلَمِنْهُيستكثرثوبهفِييحثوفأخذ

He who does not seek wealth is of no good. Because it can be used in
paying off debt, preserving honor, keeping his kinship ties, and if he
dies he leaves it for his heirs

تركهماتفإنرحمهبهويصلعرضهبهويصوندينهبهيقضيالماليطلبلافيمنخيرلا
بعدهلمنميراثا

The poor will enter Paradise 500 years before the rich because of
their patience

- Poverty is an affliction and whoever is patient during times of
poverty will be rewarded

- Wealth is a blessing that requires gratitude
الاغنياءقبلالْجَنَّةالفقراءيدخلولهذاصبرهعَلَىأثيبوصبربهابتلىفمنمرضالفقرأنواعلم

عامبخمسمائة

Some of them say “I only trust Allah”
- This is a sign of a lack of understanding because they thought

tawakkul requires ignoring the means
- When Abu Bakr was asked to dedicate more time to the

khilāfah, he replied: Then how will I feed my dependents?
عياليأُطعمأينفمِن

The Companions were the purest of hearts and they never used to go



beyond crying
- Asmā’ RA was asked how the Companions would react when

listening to the Qur’an and she replied: Just as the Qur’an
mentions, their eyes used to water and their skins shiver

مْعِمِنَتَفِيضُأَعْيُنَهُمْتَرَىٰ الدَّ
هُمْيَخْشَوْنَالَّذِينَجُلوُدُمِنْهُتَقْشَعِرُّ رَبَّ

- Wajd that includes yelling is clearly an act instigated by the
devil

Human nature

Response

The nature of the lower soul does not change, but the level of fighting
against lusts does

- He who claims that human nature changes is claiming the
impossible

Sūfīs have differentiated the ruling of listening to music with regards to
the type of listener

- Human nature is the same, any claim to the contrary is
implausible

- Those who claim that their nature is different and so looking at
pretty faces and listening to singing causes no lust, are to be
considered liars and from the deception of the devil

عَنْتخرجهبطبيعةنفسهميزمنوكلكذبناهعبراالمستحسنةالصورمنأجدأناقَالَمنوكل
يْطَانخدعهذهوإنماكذبناهبالدعوىطباعنا للمدعينالشَّ

Temptation One should not expose oneself to temptation nor associate with those
people in whose company they are not immune from it

The objective of the Sharī‘ah is not to totally eliminate lust, desire and
anger

- It is impossible to eliminate attributes of human nature
- What is expected is for one to control lust and anger, not to

uproot them
النفسشهوةشرةكسربالرياضةالمقصودوإنماالمحالادعىالطباعتغيرالرياضةأنأدعىفمن

أصلهاإزالةلاوالغضب

Taking precaution Some people think that precaution and safeguard are inconsistent
with reliance

- Allah orders us to have reliance after adopting all means of
precaution

- “Consult with them about matters, then, when you have
decided on a course of action, put your trust in God”

لْأَمْرِفِيوَشَاوِرْهُمْ لْعَزَمْتَفَإِذَاۖا اللهعَلَىفَتَوَكَّ
- Precaution was enjoined even in prayer

- “A party of them should stand with you, and should
take their arms along. Then, once they performed
Sajdah, they should move away from you, and the
other party, that has not yet performed Salāh, should
come and perform Salāh with you, and should take
their precautionary measures and their arms”

وَأَسْلحَِتَهُمْحِذْرَهُمْوَلْيَأْخُذُوا



Protection from
enemy

Musa AS

Finances and family

Birds have tawakkul
and still work

Why take precaution
when things are
predestined?

Argument for not
seeking sustenance

Medicine

Hadīth

- Reliance is an action of the heart which does not contradict the
actions of the limbs

Ya‘qūb AS said to his sons: “O my sons, do not enter (the city) from
the same gate, rather, enter from different gates”

قَةٍأَبْوَابٍمِنْوَادْخُلوُاوَاحِدٍبَابٍمِنْتَدْخُلوُالَابَنِيَّيَاوَقَالَ مُتَفَرِّ

The Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم hid in a cave to avoid being captured

Mūsā AS took a fish with him on his journey to visit Khidr

Abū Bakr asked for a raise as a khalīfah in order to make up for the
lack of time to engage in trade

فزادوهالتجارةعَنِشغلتمونيوَقَدْعيالاليفَإِنزيدونيفَقَالَألفينلَهُجعلوابَكْرأَبُواستخلفلما
خمسمائة

Allah SWT has provided animals with tools such as talons, beaks and
fangs

Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: “If you were to rely upon Allah with reliance due to Him,
He would provide for you just as He provides for the birds. They go
out in the morning with empty stomachs and return full”

كُمْلَوْ لوُنَكُنْتُمْأَنَّ ِعَلَىتَوَكَّ لهِِحَقَّاللَّه يْرُيُرْزَقُكَمَالَرُزِقْتُمْتَوَكُّ بِطَانًاوَتَرُوحُخِمَاصًاتَغْدُوالطَّ

Tawakkul is committing to Allah that which one has no control over

Exposing oneself to what is normally fatal is an act of disobedience to
Allah since He says: “Do not kill yourselves”

The One who predestined everything also enjoined taking precaution
- “Take precaution”

رمنالأوامرمَعَتحترزلاوَكَيْفَ حِذْرَكُمْوَخُذُواتعالى:قَالَوَقَدْأمرالذيهوقدّرفالذيالمقدَّ

Sustenance will reach a person one way or another
- It is like a person not performing any acts of worship and

saying: My worship will not change whether I am predestined
for Heaven or Hell

Scholars agree that taking medicine is lawful, except that some were
of the opinion that it is better to avoid it

- Thus, scholars agree that taking medication does not
contradict tawakkul

- “O servants of Allah, seek treatment. Verily, Allah did not place
a disease but that he also placed its treatment”

ِعِبَادَيَا َفَإِنَّتَدَاوَوْااللَّه شِفَاءًلَهُوَضَعَإِلَّادَاءًيَضَعْلَمْاللَّه

Marriage Some avoided marriage thinking that it was a distraction from obeying
Allah

- The Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم used to encourage getting married
جُوَأُفْطِرُوَأَصُومُوَأَنَامُأُصَلِّيلَكِنِّيوَكَذَاكَذَاقَالوُاأقومبالما سنتيعَنْرغبفمنالنِّسَاءَوَأَتَزَوَّ



Al-Ghazālī

Response

مِنِّيفليس
- “The greatest reward (for spending) is that which you spend on

your family”
عيالكعَلَىأنفقتهالذيالدينارأفضلها

A disciple must not occupy himself with marriage, for this will distract
him from treading the path (sulūk). He will enjoy the company of his
wife, and whoso finds comfort in other than Allah has his thoughts
diverted from Allah

- Finding comfort in one's spouse is a blessing from Allah: “And
one of His signs is that He created for you spouses from
among yourselves so that you may find comfort in them”

- Why would the Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم have encouraged marriage if it
prevented finding comfort with Allah?

جْتَهَلاَّ وَتُلاعِبُكَتُلاعِبُهابِكْرًاتَزَوَّ

Ignorance Nothing assists Iblīs over worshipers and ascetics more than their
ignorance

الجهلمنأكثروالزُهّادالعُبّادعَلَىعونلإبليسوليس

The devil’s deceptive ability increases in proportion to the person's
level of ignorance

Knowledge leads to
sincerity

Yazīd bin Hārūn: “At first, we did not seek knowledge for Allah’s sake,
but then knowledge refused to be attained for a purpose other than
Allah”

للهيكونأنإلافأبىاللَّهلغيرالعلمطلبنا
- Knowledge guides a person to sincerity

الإخلاصعَلَىدلناأنهومعناه

Advantage of
scholars over the
ignorant worshiper

A scholar will always be on the straight path even if his actions fall
short while the ignorant worshiper might be on the wrong path despite
his many actions

Knowledge Knowledge produces fear of Allah
- “It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves that

fear Allah”
مَا َيَخْشَىإِنَّ الْعُلَمَاءُعِبَادِهِمِنْاللَّه

- Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: “I am the most knowledgeable and fearing of
Allah among all of you”

خشيةلَهُوأشدكمباللهأعرفكمأنا

Limits of esoteric
knowledge

Ghazālī: “Whoever claims that al-haqīqah contradicts al-sharī‘ah, or
that hidden knowledge contradicts apparent knowledge: he is closer
to kufr than he is to īmān”

الإيمانإِلَىمِنْهُأقربالكفرإِلَىفهوالظاهريخالفالباطنأَوِالشريعةتخالفالحقيقةإنقَالَمن

No blind obedience Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: “There is no obedience to the creation (if it entails) the
disobedience of the Creator”

الخالقِمعصيةِفيلمخلوقٍطاعةَلا



The Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم sent a troop under the command of an Ansārī man
who became angry with them for some reason and ordered them to
make a fire and enter it. They went to the Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم and he told
them: “Obedience is only in good deeds”

المعروففِيالطاعةإنما

Limits of
self-discipline

Ghazālī

Malāmatiyyah

A person became famous for his righteousness and decided to steal
another’s clothes in order to earn people’s censure and calm his nafs

- This was how they used to get rid of their egos. Sometimes
such people may treat themselves in ways unacceptable to a
faqīh

الفقيهبهيفتيلابماأنفسهمعالجواربما
- One may not resort to the unlawful in order to rectify oneself

Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: “A believer is not to humiliate himself”
نفسهيُذِلَّأنللمؤمنليس

Term for Sūfīs who intentionally commit sins so that they fall from
people's eyes and become safe from pride and ego

False hope What has destroyed most sinners is their saying: “Allah is generous,
His Forgiveness is vast and having hope is from our religion”

وهذارجاءواغترارهمتمنيهمفيسمونالدينمنوالرجاءواسعوالعفوكريمالربيَقوُلمنومنهم
المذنبينعامةأهلكالذي

Bad customs Following practiced customs is a major reason for laypeople falling
into error

- They imitate their parents in following customs without
question

خطأعلىأمصوابعلىأكانَينظُرولاأبوهعليهكانماعلىسنةخمسينيعيشمنهمالرجلَتَرى

Procrastination Iblīs causes sinners to procrastinate seeking repentance
- Poet: Do not rush into committing a sin, and then delay

repenting
نْبِتَعْجَلُ وْبَةَوَتَأْمُلُ...تَشْتَهِيلمَِابِالذَّ قَابِلِمِنْالتَّ

The main reason for neglecting good deeds and persisting in sin is the
hope of a long life

الأملطولشرّ،إلىميلأوتقصير،كلوسبب

He who hopes to wake up in the morning will not do much in the night

The Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم: “Perform prayer as if you were departing”
ةَصَلِّ عٍصَلَا مُوَدِّ
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