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Defining the Qur’an

The Qur’an is the word of God, which He has sent down to
Muhammad SAW and the recitation of which is a form of worship
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- 'Word of Allah’ excludes the speech of everything else
- ‘Sent down’ excludes all other words of God that He has kept
to Himself
- ‘Sent down to Muhammad 5%’ excludes what has been sent
down to earlier prophets
- ‘Form of worship’ excludes the sacred hadith which quote God
Himself

Source of the Qur’an

The Qur’an states clearly that neither Muhammad .s:& nor any other
creature had anything to do with the composition of the Qur’an
“Say: It is not for me to alter it of my own accord; | only follow
what is revealed to me” . ] L
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- “Had he dared to attribute [falsely] some sayings to Us, We
would indeed have seized him by his right hand, and would
indeed have cut his life-vein”
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Days and nights would go by and he could not find any Qur’anic
statement to recite to people concerning an ongoing matter
- Hypocrites in Madinah fabricated their false accusations of
adultery concerning his wife, ‘A'ishah RA
- Nothing was revealed to him concerning this for a
whole month and people continued to talk
- What would have prevented him from producing an
immediate verdict to protect himself and his family?

Sometimes revelation ran contrary to what he preferred or it declared
his view to be wrong
- “May God pardon you! Why have you granted them
permission [to stay at home] before you come to realize who
was speaking the truth and before you come to know the liars”
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- “As to him who comes to you with zeal and with a feeling of
fear in his heart — him you ignore” ) )
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- “You would hide within yourself something that God was sure
to bring to light, fearing [what] people [may think], whereas it is
God alone whom you should fear”
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- “Never shall you pray over any of them that has died, and
never shall you stand by his grave” . )
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- This ayah was revealed after the Prophet it insisted
on praying over ‘Abdullah bin Ubayy

How can a person who demonstrates the highest level of humility and
honesty indulge in deception or fraud?
- “Say: ‘l do not say to you | have the treasures of Allah. Nor do
| have knowledge of what is beyond the reach of human
perception. Nor do | say to you: | am an angel”
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- “Say: | am not the first of God’s Messengers; and | do not
know what will be done with me or with you, for | am nothing
but a plaln warner”
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- “l'am only a human being and you bring your disputes to me. It
may be that some of you may have a stronger argument or
better evidence than others, and | would then think that he is
telling the truth and rule in his favor. If | give any of you
something that belongs by right to another Muslim, | am only
giving him a brand of fire. He may then take it or leave it”
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Writers will resort to plagiarism in order to claim for themselves what
other people have written
- No author ever attributes to someone else the finest pieces of
his own thought or his most superb writings

A skeptic may argue that by attributing the Qur’an to Divine revelation

he would have found it easier to win people’s obedience for his orders
- If this were true, why would he have not simply claimed

everything he himself said as being part of the Qur’an as well?

Historical information

No one who was not present at the time when historical events took
place could have full knowledge of them except through study and
learning
- Knowledge of the minute details only available in
well-researched books was unavailable to the Arabs who were
an illiterate people

The Qur’an relates that Noah AS lived among his people for a
thousand years less fifty. And in the Book of Genesis we read that he
lived nine hundred and fifty years
- The Book of Genesis states that he lived nine hundred and
fifty years

The Qur'an mentions that the People of the Cave stayed for “three




hundred years add nine”

- The People of the Cave are reported in the books of the Jews
and the Christians to have remained in their cave for three
hundred Gregorian years

- The additional nine account for the difference between
Gregorian and lunar years

Prophecies

“It is We that have revealed this Reminder, and it is We Ourself that
shall preserve it”
- Revealed in Makkah in the difficult early period of Islam
- Cities have fallen into ruin, Prophets killed, and holy books
have been lost, destroyed or distorted
- ltis only through God’s grace that the Qur’an has
remained intact despite all the attempts to undermine it

“Say: If all mankind and the jinn combined to write the like of this
Qur’an, they would surely fail to come up with anything like it, even
though they would all join efforts to do so”
- Such a challenge no one would risk unless he was assured of
it by none other than God
- Every attempt to come up with anything similar to the Qur’an
ended in miserable failure

“God will protect you from all people”
- How often have kings and rulers been assassinated, even
when surrounded by guards and soldiers?
- The Prophet % used to have guards at night. When this
verse was revealed, he dismissed his guards, saying to them,
“You may go home, for God has given me His protection”
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- A man from the idolaters came up to him and drew his sword
and said to the Prophet, ‘Do you fear me?’ The Prophet st
said, ‘No.” The man asked him, ‘Who will protect you from me.’
The Prophet 5% answered, ‘God will protect me from you”

- The very expedition in which this occurred is when the
form of prayer that applies in situations of extreme fear
was allowed
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“Allah has promised those of you who believe and do righteous deeds
that He will surely bestow power on them in the land ... and He will
replace with security the state of fear that they are in”
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- In Madinah the Muslims would go to sleep with their weapons
next to them. Some of them wondered whether they would live
to see a day when they would be able to spend their nights in
security, fearing none but God
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- The condition of doing ‘righteous deeds’ gives us the
reason for the setbacks the believers sometimes
suffered, such as loss of land or military defeat

“Allah indeed showed His Messenger the true vision, one fully in
accord with reality. If Allah so wills you shall certainly enter the Sacred
Mosque, in full security, you will shave your heads and cut your hair
short, and do so without any fear”
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- The treaty of al-Hudaybiyyah dictated that the Muslims would
enter Makkah the following year, without any arms other than
their swords in their sheaths

- Would the Quraysh honor their promise and allow the
Muslims in?

- How would the Muslims feel secure, when they would
be on the Quraysh’s home ground, without their armor
and other equipment?

- In such a situation, they received a firm promise
comprising all three matters: entering Makkah,
security and completing their rituals

“Defeated have been the Byzantines in the lands close-by. Yet it is
they who, notwithstanding this their defeat, shall be victorious within a
few years”
- The Qur’an made a further promise, stating that “on that day
will the believers rejoice in victory granted by God”
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- On the day the Byzantines achieve victory over the
Persians, the Muslims would be victorious against the
unbelievers
- Each one of these two victories was highly
improbable
- The Byzantines were able to achieve victory against the
Persians in less than nine years
- The same day as the victory achieved by the believers
against the much larger force of unbelievers in the
Battle of Badr

Muhammad'’s
Teacher

“It is but a human being that teaches him!” L o
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- What prevented such a person from opening his knowledge
out to the rest of the world, so that he could be acknowledged
as a teacher or leader of mankind?

Muhammad i could not have had a teacher from among his
illiterate people, who had natural literary gifts but no education
- The period that preceded the advent of Islam in Arabia is




described as jahiliyyah, the period of ignorance
- Such ignorant people can never teach others, let alone
teach their own teacher

The Qur’an argues with Jewish and Christian scholars concerning
faith, history and religious laws and rules
- “Do you claim that Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob and their
descendants were Jews or Christians?”
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- “We have created the heavens and the earth and all that is
between them in six eons, and no weariness has ever touched
Us”
- Refutes the claim that after God rested on the seventh
da
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- “Disbelievers are those who say, God is the Christ, son of
Mary” e
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- He is the one teaching them and pointing out their errors and
their poor knowledge
“And upon you have We bestowed from on high this
Book so that you may make clear to them all questions
on which they hold divergent views”
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- An essential purpose of the Qur’an is to explain
disputed matters to the people of Scripture
- The Qur’an openly accuses them of deceit and of concealing
the truth
- “O people of the Book! Why do you cloak the truth with
falsehood and conceal the truth of which you are so
well aware?”
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- “O people of the Book, there has come to you Our
Messenger disclosing to you much of what you have
been concealing of the Book”
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Modern skeptics

The allegations of modern atheists is the same as those made by
former opponents in Arabia 5 ) . )
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- He was seeing and hearing someone speaking to him,
attributing it all to madness or dreaming
- His dreams were so vivid that he believed it to be
Divine inspiration
- Realizing the Qur’an included accounts of past and future
communities, he might have heard these from the scholars he
met during his travels

Process of revelation

Every time a Qur’anic revelation was sent down to him his face would
turn red, he would turn hot to the extent that sweat drops gathered on




his forehead, he became heavy to the extent that his thigh would
press hard against the thigh of the person next to him, and if he was
riding his mount would sit down, and babbling noises were heard near
his face which sounded like the buzzing of bees
- These phenomenon could never have been deliberately
affected
- If such a condition was affected, it could easily have
been resorted to any time he wished to have more of
the Qur’an
- Noting the many occasions when he
desperately needed it and did not receive it, is
clear proof it was an involuntary process

Literary miracle

Ibn ‘Atiyyah

Ibn “Atiyyah

Opponents resorted to every possible method of opposition, whether
peaceful or violent
- “The unbelievers were scheming against you, in order to
restrain you, or to kill you, or to drive you away”
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- “Do not listen to this Qur’an, and make noise during its
recitation so that you may overcome”
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- They went to war, waged smear campaigns, and boycotted in
order to oppose the Qur’an
- They resorted to every method except meeting the
challenge of producing something similar to it
- If not for their inability to produce anything like
it, they would certainly have made an effort to
meet the challenge

The Prophet’s own literary style is different from the Qur’anic style
- A wise saying can be mistaken as one of the Prophet’s
statements, while actually belonging to one of his Companions
or their Successors
- Averse of the Qur’an is distinguishable by its literary
style alone
- Other factors have to be considered in order to ascertain

whether a statement is directly attributable to the Prophet it
or not

“The argument has been proven for all mankind when the Arabs of the
time demonstrated their inability to produce anything like the Qur’an
and they were the most eloquent of all people”
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It is not possible to replace one word of the Qur’an with another word

expressing the meaning equally, let alone more fully |
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Even the finest of poets achieve real excellence in only a few lines




within a few poems

He is the One able to address the intellect and the emotion at the
same time

Everyone can take from it as fits their different talents and purposes

When we fail to appreciate the literary merit of a passage of the
Qur’an, then our literary sense is suspect
- The more we appreciate, the better literary sense we have
- Biologists may find themselves unable to understand the
physiological secrets of some parts of the body
- They cannot say that they serve no beneficial purpose

Example

“When they are told: ‘Believe in what God has revealed,” they say:
‘We believe in what has been revealed to us.” But they deny the truth
of everything beyond that, although it be the truth corroborating that
which they have. Say: ‘Why, then, did you of old kill the prophets sent
by God, if you are true believers?”
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- “Believe in what God has revealed”
- Since your belief in the Torah is based on the fact that
God revealed it to Moses, the Qur’an is also revealed
by God
- Does not mention the Qur’an by name
- Highlighting the belief in it is based on its divine
source
- Islam calls on people to believe in all God’s
revelations
- Does not mention by name the Prophet
- Mentioning the name of the Prophet does not
bolster the argument to believe in the Qur’an
- Mentioning the name of Muhammad
SAW may be counterproductive to those
hostile to him
- Muslims do not make any distinction between
His Messengers
- All this is expressed succinctly in the phrase: “Believe
in what God has revealed”
- “We believe in what has been revealed to us”
- They believed in the Torah not only because it was
revealed by God, but because He revealed it to them
- Believing in only what is revealed to them
means denying what is revealed to anyone else
- “But they deny the truth of everything beyond that”

- They denied the Qur’an and the Gospel, both were
revealed after the Torah
- “Although it be the truth corroborating that which they have”




- This new revelation confirms the truth of earlier
revelations, how can it, then, be rejected by those who
believe in such earlier revelations?

- “Say: Why, then, did you of old kill the prophets sent by God, if
you are true believers?”

- Usage of the present tense might have tempted his
enemies into thinking they can succeed in killing him

- Use of the phrase, ‘of old’, reassures the
Prophet that they will not harm him

“Naught is as His likeness” L
- If the Qur’anic verse were to simply say: “Nothing is like Him,”
that would be a negation of a being who is exactly like Him

- Doubts may be raised that there could be a status
which is not exactly the same as God’s, but a degree
below it

- Thus, the use of ‘as’ removes any possibility of
being similar in any way with Him
- Negation of the likeness of a peer logically
implies a negation of peers
- Similar is the Divine order prohibiting the use of
any words of offense when speaking to one’s
parents
- Prohibiting the slightest offense, which
means that a greater offense is even
more strictly prohibited

Unity of Surah
Bagarah

Anyone who wishes to study the structure of a surah must begin by
looking at it as a single whole L
D Lssad 82l 556 Y) S8 45 5 ¥ 55500 8 S a0 i sl s

Surah Bagarah is the longest sirah in the Qur’an, with the broadest
variety of meaning, and revealed over the longest period of time

The introduction gives a description of the Qur’an as a source of
guidance, and describes those who follow it and those who deny its
truth
- Its followers are described as following right guidance and as
sure to prosper, while those who deny it are followers of error
who will end up in ruin
- People will fall into one of three groups: believers,
rejecters, and hesitators
- Only the God-fearing will benefit by its guidance
- The fault does not lie with the Qur’an but
rather with its recipients

This surah was the first to be revealed in Madinah, where lived the
Jews, the most argumentative about faith
- Thus the keen attention given to calling on them particularly




- It addresses them by the name they love most,
reminding them of their relationship to Jacob and
Abraham, as well as of the totality of the favors God
has bestowed on them
“Children of Israel, remember My favors which |
have bestowed on you. Fulfill your covenant
with Me and | will fulfill My covenant with you;
and of Me alone stand in awe”
- As the surah mentions a claim or allegation made by the Jews,
it adds a clear reply to refute it
- Listing of their offenses and misdeeds follows the mention of
God’s favor and forgiveness
- Like a farmer who prepares the land for a new crop by
weeding and clearing the land of dead plants

The surah relates the prayer of Abraham and his son Ishmael to God
to bring out of their offspring a community that submits itself to God
and to raise in that community a Messenger
- The Prophet and his followers are of the offspring of Abraham
and Ishmael
- This is not merely a bond of family descent, but a bond
of faith
- Their existence comes in answer to their prayer

The position of the Ka'bah had already been established when
Abraham and Ishmael made it a place of sanctity and turned towards
it in prayer
- The surah directs its attention to the criticism of the change in
direction of Prayer
- The Prophet is told to say: God directs us to face
whichever direction He chooses
- The veneration of the Ka‘bah, Magam lbrahim, al-Safa and
al-Marwah should not be left without proper definition and
restriction
- Muslims address their worship to God alone
- “Your God is the One God: there is no deity
save Him”

Just as it is ludicrous that He is acknowledged as the Creator and
Sustainer but worship and gratitude are addressed to someone else, it
is also ludicrous to acknowledge Him as the Law-giver and turn in
obedience to someone else

When pilgrimage is mentioned the first time, it is not followed
immediately by a detailed outline of its rules and regulations
- 6 verses separate the first mention of pilgrimage and the
outline of its regulations
- The listener must wait before he learns the details of
pilgrimage, which he is eager to know
- This parallels the waiting of Muslims on the




occasion of Hudaybiyyah when they were most
eager to go to Makkah

A complete code of conduct for family life is given in two parts:
- Family matters when the family is together
- Rules to deal with the break-up of family life

Prayer enhances moral strength and is essential for victory, hence, it
is enjoined before the express order to fight
- Prayer also purges the worshiper’s soul of unbecoming traits
such as stinginess which is touched on in the context of
spousal rights

Jihad is of two types: one involving personal and self sacrifice and the
other involving financial sacrifice
- Reminder of the day when no one can make an offering to
ensure one’s happiness, and when no friend or intercessor is
of any help
- So that spending one’s money to further God’s cause is
motivated only by pure faith
- Opposite of sacrifice is then discussed: greed
- Usury exploits the weak and the deprived
- Qur’an establishes fairness, giving the creditor the right
to claim his principal amount in full

When there is nothing available to document a transaction, and one
party is obliged to place his trust in the other, a clear instruction is
given: “If you trust one another, let him who is trusted fulfill his trust,
and let him fear God, his Lord”

After discussion of the fundamentals of faith and Islamic legislation
what remains is to bring it all to perfection: ihsan
- Feeling that He is seeing us in public and private, and being
prepared to be held to account even for what we entertain in
our hearts

Arrangement of
verses

The arrangement of the Qur’an’s verses in the most perfect way is the
miracle that transcends all its miraculous features
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