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Ḥadīth Ṣaḥīḥ li
Dhātihi

Ḥadīth Ḥasan

Must meet the following five conditions: The chain must be connected,
narrators must be people of integrity and piety (‘ādil), have precise
and strong memories (ḍābiṭ), narration should not contradict stronger
narrations (shudhūdh), and there must be no hidden defects in the
chain (‘ilal)

Must meet the above conditions except there is slightly weaker ḍabṭ in
the narrator

- A Ḥasan narration is still authoritative in all the areas of the
religion

Ḥadīth Mawḍū‘

Suyūṭī

It is forbidden to narrate a fabrication as a hadith, let alone use it as a
piece of evidence

رْغِيبُوَالقَصَصُالأَحْكَامُسَوَاءٌكانمَعْنًىأيّفيبِوَضْعِهِالعِلْمِمَعَرِوَايَتُهُوَتَحْرُمُ إلاوَغَيْرُهَاوَالتَّ
نًا وَضْعِهِبِبَيَانِمَقْرُونًاأيمُبَيَّ

Ḥadīth Ḍa‘īf

Ḥadīth Ḍa‘īf Jiddan

Muhammad
‘Awwamah

4 levels: slightly weak, moderately weak, severely weak, and that
whose narrator is labeled a liar or fabricator

- Slight and moderate weakness are due to a weakness in the
narrator’s precision

- Ḥadīth which are very weak are those narrated by people
implicated of lying, committers of grave sins and people who
make gross errors in their narrations

يكونفقدالشديدالضعفأماالراوي،ضبطفيشيءبسببيكونوالمتوسطاليسيروالضعيف
فاحشةأوكثيرةأوهامهتكونبأنضبطهفيشديدخللبسببيكونوقدعدالتهفيالطعنبسبب
معنى

Mentioning the
weakness

Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ RH says: “The people of Ḥadīth and others allow
narrating all the types of weak narrations, except fabrications, without
announcing its weakness”

غيرمنالضعيفةالأحاديثأنواعمنالموضوعسوىماروايةُوغيرهمالحديثأهلعنديجوز
والحرامالحلالمنالشريعةوأحكامتعالىاللهصفاتسوىفيماضَعفهاببياناهتمام

Al-‘Irāqī: “The scholars have permitted narrating Ḥadīth that are not
Mawḍū‘ without announcing their weakness, in the categories that are
not Aḥkām and ‘Aqā’id”

الأحكامغيرفيكانإذالضَعفهبيانغيرمنروايتهفيالتساهلفجوزواالموضوعغيروأما
والعقائد

Bukhārī’s usage of
weak hadith

‘Abd al-Fattah Abu
Ghuddah

In his al-Adab al-Mufrad, Imām al-Bukhārī RH uses many weak
Ḥādīth

- They are all in matters related to Faḍā’il and Adab
وإذاشدّدناوالحرامالحلالفيرويناإذاقالواالذينالأئمةمنوغيرهأحمدالإمامإليهذهبماوعلى
المفردالأدبكتابهفيتعالىاللهرحمهالبخاريالإمامجرىتساهلنا،ونحوهاالفضائلفيروينا



قاصراالبابيكونوقدالبابفيبهامستدلاالضعيفةوالآثارالأحاديثمنكبيرةجملةفيهفأورد
عليها

Acting upon weak
hadith

Al-Dimashqī: “Relaying and acting upon weak narrations is
permissible according to the majority of scholars”

عندبهالعمليجوزونحوهاوالرقائقالأعمالفضائلفيجائزةالموضوعخلاالضعيفورواية
الجمهور

Al-Nawawī: “Scholars say it is permissible and even desirable to act
upon weak narrations pertaining to virtues, encouragements, and
warnings, if the hadith is not Mawḍū‘”

والترهيبوالترغيبالفضائلفيالعملويُستحبّيجوزوغيرهم:والفقهاءالمحدّثينمنالعلماءُقال
موضوعًايكنلمماالضعيفبالحديث

Al-Arba‘īn
al-Nawawiyyah

Imam al-Nawawī mentions in the introduction of his Arba‘īn that the
hadith extolling the virtue of preserving 40 hadith is recognized as
being weak despite having many routes

- Numerous scholars are mentioned as having compiled such
collections

- Scholars agree upon the permissibility of acting on weak
hadith about virtues of good deeds

عَاتٍبِرِوَايَاتٍكَثِيرَاتٍطُرُقٍمنالنووي: تِيعَلَىحَفِظَ}مَنْقال:صلى الله عليه وسلماِللهرَسُولأنمُتنَوِّ أَرْبَعِينَأُمَّ
فَقَدِينِهَا{أَمْرِمِنْحَدِيثًا فيالعُلَمَاءُصَنَّفَوقدطُرُقهُُ،كَثُرَتوإنْضَعِيفٌحّدِيثٌأنهعلىالحُفَّاظُوَاتَّ
فَاتِ:مِنيُحْصَىلاماالبابهذا ِعَبْدُالمُصَنَّ ،المُبَارَكِ،بنُاللَّه ارَقطُْنِيُّ وَأَبُونُعَيمٍ،وَأَبُووَالحَاكِمُ،وَالدَّ
حْمَنِعَبْدِ ،الرَّ لَمِيُّ ،بَكْرٍوَأَبُوالسُّ فَقَوقدالْبَيْهَقِيُّ عِيفِبالحَدِيثِالعَمَلِجَوَازِعلىالعُلَمَاءُاتَّ فيالضَّ

به(العملاستحبابعلىاتفقوانسخة:)وفيالأعمَالِفَضَائِلِ

Ḥanafīs and weak
hadith

Ibn Ḥazm

Ibn Rushd

Ibn al-Humām

Al-Ḥaṣkafī

Ibn al-Qayyim

The opinion of Imam Abū Ḥanīfah RH is that a Ḍa‘īf Ḥadīth is
preferable to him than analogy and opinion

- He gave preference to the Ḥadīth of Qahqahah over analogy,
despite its weakness

معالقياسيحلولاالقياسمنأولىصلى الله عليه وسلماللهرسولعنوالضعيفالمرسلالخبرحنيفةأبووقال
وجوده

حِكِمنالوضوءفَأَوْجَبَحنيفَةأبوشَذَّ ضَحِكُواقَوْمًاأَنَّوَهُوَ:العَاليَِةِ،أَبِيلمُِرْسَلِالصلاةفيالضَّ
ةِفِي لَا بِيُّفَأَمَرَهُمُالصَّ ةالوُضُوءِبِإِعَادَةِصلى الله عليه وسلمالنَّ لَا وَالصَّ

“A Ḍa‘īf Ḥadīth is not like a Mawḍū‘ Ḥadīth; it can be acted upon in
Faḍā’il”

الأعمالفضائلفيبهيُعْمَلُالمَوْضُوعِغَيْرُفَالضعيف

عِيفِبِالحَدِيثِالعَمَلِشرطُ ةِعَدَمُالضَّ ةُيُعْتَقَدَلاوأنعَامٍّ،أَصْلٍتَحْتَيَدْخُلَوأنضَعْفِهِ،شِدَّ يَّ ذلكسُنِّ
الحَدِيثِ

م ةِفيالقَهْقَهَةِحديثَحنيفةأبوفقدَّ لَا مَضَعْفِهِ،علىالحَدِيثِأهْلُوَأجْمَعَالقِيَاسِ،مَحْضِعلىالصَّ وَقَدَّ
مْرِبِنَبِيذِالوُضُوءِحَدِيثَ فهُُ،الحَدِيثِأهْلِوَأكْثَرُالقِيَاسِ،علىالتَّ مَيُضَعِّ مِنأَقَلُّمَهْرَ»لَاحَدِيثَوَقَدَّ
نِهِبَلْضَعْفِهِ،علىوَأجْمَعُوا-دَرَاهِمَ«عَشَرَةِ دَاقِبَذْلَفإنالقِيَاسِ،مَحْضِعلى-بُطْلَا مُعَاوَضَةٌالصَّ
كَثِيرًاأوكانقَليِلًاجَازَعليهتَرَاضَيَافماالبُضْعِ،بَذْلِمُقَابَلَةِفي

Shāfi‘īs and weak
hadith

Al-Nawawī: “As for Ḍa‘īf Ḥadīth, it is not permitted to use them as
evidence in Aḥkām and ‘Aqā’id, but it is permitted to narrate and act



upon them in other than Aḥkām, such as in Qiṣaṣ, Faḍā’il al-A‘māl,
and al-Targhīb wa al-Tarhīb”

عِيفُفأما الأحكَامِغيرفيبهوَالعَمَلُرِوَايَتُهُوَتَجُوزُوَالعَقَائِدِالأحكَامِفيبهالإحتِجَاجُيَجُوزُفَلَاالضَّ
والتَّرهِيبِوالتَّرغِيبِالأعمَالِوَفَضَائِلِكَالقَصَصِ

Ḥanbalīs and weak
hadith

Ibn Rajab

Ibn al-Qayyim: “Taking Mursal and Ḍa‘īf Ḥadīth when no other hādīth
are found on the topic has been given preference [by Imam Aḥmad]
over qiyās”

عِيف فِهِعلىإجمَاعَولاصَاحِبٍ،قَوْلَولايَدْفَعُهُأَثَرًاالبَابِفييَجِدلمإذاوالضَّ بهالعَمَلُكانخِلَا
القِيَاسِمِنأَوْلَىعِنْدَهُ

للغفلةخطؤهمكثروالذينالمتّهمِينعنالروايةيتركأنهوكلامهأحمدالإمامعملمنيتبيّنوالذي
تضعيفهفيالناسيختلفأوشيءحفظهفيمنمثلُالضعففيدونهمعمنويحدّثالحفظ،وسوء
وتوثيقه

Conditions Ibn Ḥajar: “The conditions for practicing upon weak Ḥadīth are three:
that the weakness not be very strong (this excludes those Ḥadīth that
are solely relayed by liars or those accused of lying, and those who
make gross mistakes), that there be a general basis for it, that one
does not think (whilst practicing upon it) that it has been established
as true

ثلاثة:بالضعيفالعملشرائطإنَّ
فَقٌ-الأول عفيكونأنعليهمتَّ ابينمِنَانفردمَنِفيخرجشديدٍ،غيرَالضَّ بالكذبوالمتَّهمينالكذَّ
غَلَطُهُفَحُشَومن
عامأصلتحتمندرجًايكونأن-الثاني
ثُبوتهبهالعملعنديعتقدلاأن-الثالث

Shaykh ‘Awwāmah brings the examples of forty scholars who did use
severely weak narrations

- He himself does not encourage the usage of severely weak
narrations, but since such scholars have used them, he does
not fully reject it either

بشرطلكنعليهأنكرهلاالعلم،أهلمنيفعلهمنرأيتإذالكنيضعفهاشتدماإشاعةإلىأدعولا
شديدةغرابةأومعناهفينكارةفيهيكونلاأن

The one acting upon the weak hadith should not have conviction in it
being established but believe in the possibility of it being so

ومثوبةأجربهالعملففيالثبوتاحتمالوعلىثبوته،احتماليعتقدبل

Response to those
who reject all weak

hadith

Why would the scholars have gone to the trouble of dividing Ḥādīth
into so many different levels of weakness, as opposed to simply
rejecting them?

- In order to utilize them appropriately

Seeking rewards
mentioned in weak

hadith

Ibn Ḥajar al-Haytamī RH: “If the [Ḥadīth] is actually Ṣaḥīḥ, then one
will be rewarded accordingly, and if not, there is neither harm of
making something [Ḥarām] Ḥalāl or something [Ḥalāl] Ḥarām, and nor
has anyone’s right been violated”

تَحْليِلٍمَفْسَدَةُبهالعَمَلِعلىيَتَرَتَّبْلموإلاالعَمَلِمِنحَقُّهُأُعْطِيَفقدْالأَمْرِنَفْسِفيصَحِيحًاكانإنْ
للِْغَيْرِحَقٍّضَيَاعِولاتَحْرِيمٍولا



كانوإنْبَلَغَهُمااللهُأَعْطَاهُبَلَغَهُالذيالفَضْلِبِذَلكَِفَأَخَذَفَضْلٌاِللهعنبَلَغَهُومَن:ضعيفحديث
ثَهُالذي كَاذِبًاحَدَّ

قلُْتُهأكنلموإنأَجْرُهُلهحَصَلَفَعَمِلَهُعَمَلٍثَوَابُعنّيبَلَغَهُمَنيعني-

Weak Hadīth and
Faḍā’il al-A‘māl by

Mufti Abdur-Rahman

Faḍā’il A‘māl is known to contain a number of weak hadiths

Many of the great hadith collections contain weak hadiths
- It is not blameworthy to relate weak hadiths

Besides his Ṣaḥīḥ, Imam Bukhārī’s other works such as al-Adab
al-Mufrad contain many weak narrations

Scholars were more relaxed in the case of using weak hadith in
virtues, but were very strict when it came to aspects of belief or juristic
rulings

Imam Tirmidhī demonstrates in his Sunan as to how so many fiqhī
rulings have been based on not-so-strong narrations

Fadā’il A‘māl is not a book of juristic laws, it is a book of virtues and
as such there is no doubt that one can read it and practice on it

Etiquette of
mentioning weak

hadith

Al-Nawawī: “If you wish to relate weak hadith without their chain then
do not say decisively ‘The Messenger of Allah said,’ rather say ‘It has
been relayed’”

عِيفِرِوَايَةَأَرَدْتَوَإِذَا ِرَسُولُقَالَتَقلُْ:فَلَاإِسْنَادٍبِغَيْرِالضَّ صِيَغِمِنأَشْبَههُوَمَاكَذَا،صلى الله عليه وسلماللَّه
فيتَشُكُّمَاوَكَذَاأَشْبَهَهُ،وَمَانُقِلَ،أوجَاءَ،أووَرَدَ،أوكَذَا،بَلَغَنَاأوكذا،رُوِيَقلُْ:بَلْالجَزْمِ،
تِهِ صِحَّ

AR


