The Usage of Weak Narrations
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Hadith Sahth li Must meet the following five conditions: The chain must be connected,
Dhatihi narrators must be people of integrity and piety (‘adil), have precise

Hadtth Hasan

and strong memories (dabit), narration should not contradict stronger
narrations (shudhddh), and there must be no hidden defects in the
chain (‘ilal)

Must meet the above conditions except there is slightly weaker dabt in
the narrator
- A Hasan narration is still authoritative in all the areas of the
religion

Hadrth Mawdd*

It is forbidden to narrate a fabrication as a hadith, let alone use it as a
piece of evidence
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Hadith Da‘Tf 4 levels: slightly weak, moderately weak, severely weak, and that

Hadith Da‘tf Jiddan

Muhammad
‘Awwamah

whose narrator is labeled a liar or fabricator
- Slight and moderate weakness are due to a weakness in the
narrator’s precision
- Hadith which are very weak are those narrated by people
implicated of lying, committers of grave sins and people who
make gross errors in their narrations
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Mentioning the
weakness

Ibn al-Salah RH says: “The people of Hadith and others allow
narrating all the types of weak narrations, except fabrications, without
announcing its weakness” ) ‘
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Al-‘Iraqr: “The scholars have permitted narrating Hadith that are not
Mawdu* without announcing their weakness, in the categories that are
not Ahkam and ‘Aqa’id”
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Bukharr’s usage of
weak hadith

‘Abd al-Fattah Abu
Ghuddah

In his al-Adab al-Mufrad, Imam al-Bukhart RH uses many weak
Hadrtth
- They are all in matters related to Fada’il and Adab
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Acting upon weak
hadith

Al-Dimashqr: “Relaying and acting upon weak narrations is
permissible according to the majority of scholars”
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Al-NawawT: “Scholars say it is permissible and even desirable to act
upon weak narrations pertaining to virtues, encouragements, and
warnings, if the hadith is not Mawda®
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Al-Arba‘in
al-Nawawiyyah

Imam al-NawawT mentions in the introduction of his Arba‘n that the
hadith extolling the virtue of preserving 40 hadith is recognized as
being weak despite having many routes
- Numerous scholars are mentioned as having compiled such
collections
- Scholars agree upon the permissibility of acting on weak
_hadith about virtues of good deeds
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Hanafis and weak
hadith

Ibn Hazm

Ibn Rushd

Ibn al-Humam

Al-Haskaft

Ibn al-Qayyim

The opinion of Imam Abd Hanifah RH is that a Da‘if Hadith is
preferable to him than analogy and opinion
- He gave preference to the Hadith of Qahgahah over analogy,
despite its weakness
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“A Da“if Hadtth is not like a Mawdd* Hadith; it can be acted upon in
Fada'il”
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Shafi‘ts and weak
hadith

Al-Nawawrt: “As for Da‘if Hadtth, it is not permitted to use them as
evidence in Ahkam and ‘Aga’id, but it is permitted to narrate and act




upon them in other than Ahkam, such as in Qisas, Fada'il al-A‘'mal,
and al-Targhib wa al-Tarhib”
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Hanbalis and weak
hadith

Ibn Rajab

Ibn al-Qayyim: “Taking Mursal and Da‘lf Hadith when no other hadtth
are found on the topic has been given preference [by Imam Ahmad]
over quas
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Conditions

Ibn Hajar: “The conditions for practicing upon weak Hadrtth are three:
that the weakness not be very strong (this excludes those Hadith that
are solely relayed by liars or those accused of lying, and those who
make gross mistakes), that there be a general basis for it, that one
does not think (whilst practicing upon it) that it has been established
as true
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Shaykh ‘Awwamah brings the examples of forty scholars who did use
severely weak narrations
- He himself does not encourage the usage of severely weak
narrations, but since such scholars have used them, he does
not fully reject it either
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The one acting upon the weak hadith should not have conviction in it
being established but believe in the possibility of it being so
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Response to those
who reject all weak
hadith

Why would the scholars have gone to the trouble of dividing Hadith
into so many different levels of weakness, as opposed to simply
rejecting them?

- In order to utilize them appropriately

Seeking rewards
mentioned in weak
hadith

Ibn Hajar al-Haytami RH: “If the [Hadrtth] is actually Sahih, then one
will be rewarded accordingly, and if not, there is neither harm of
making something [Haram] Halal or something [Halal] Haram, and nor
has anyone 's right been violated”
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Weak Hadith and
Fada’il al-A‘mal by
Mufti Abdur-Rahman

Fada’il A‘mal is known to contain a number of weak hadiths

Many of the great hadith collections contain weak hadiths
- Itis not blameworthy to relate weak hadiths

Besides his Sahih, Imam BukharT's other works such as al-Adab
al-Mufrad contain many weak narrations

Scholars were more relaxed in the case of using weak hadith in
virtues, but were very strict when it came to aspects of belief or juristic
rulings

Imam Tirmidht demonstrates in his Sunan as to how so many fight
rulings have been based on not-so-strong narrations

Fada’il A‘mal is not a book of juristic laws, it is a book of virtues and
as such there is no doubt that one can read it and practice on it

Etiquette of
mentioning weak
hadith

Al-Nawawrt: “If you wish to relate weak hadith without their chain then
do not say decisively ‘The Messenger of Allah said,” rather say ‘It has
been relayed™
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