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Popularity of Hanafi | Due in part to being favored by the dynasties of the Abbasids, the
madhhab Ottomans and the Mughals

Misguided reform

Reform is often concerned with ‘facing up to modern realities’ and
adopting norms and values that have appealed to peoples who have
no grounding in Islam at all or have rejected it

Hardn al-Rashid

‘Abbasid Caliph who created the post of Chief Judge for the entire
realm and appointed Abi Yusif

Hijrah

Purpose was to build a social and political environment that
expressed Islam as an ethos, not just to escape to refuge

First 4 Caliphs

Judgments of the first four caliphs were accorded practically the same
status as the Sunnah of the Prophet himself ) )
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‘Umar RA as Caliph

Appointed, in every major city, learned Companions who were
competent to teach the Quran and the Sunnah
- Among them was ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td in Kufah

Companions’
understanding of
Sunnah

Because the Companions heard the Prophet’s speech directly and
experienced the context of the occasion, the tone of voice, and the
array of non-verbal signals, they could distinguish command from
counsel, the more important from the less important, the essential and
universal from the contingent and local

Status of former

Several of the most revered authorities in hadith and figh were former

slaves slaves or their descendants
- ‘lkrimah, Tawds, Hasan al-Basri, Muhammad ibn Sirin, ‘At&’
ibn AbT Rabah, and N&fi'
Lineage of Abl Nu‘man ibn Thabit ibn Nu‘man ibn Marzuban
Hantfah - Abi Hantfah’s grandfather, Nu‘man, formerly Zata, had

accepted Islam and migrated from Persia to Kufa

Birth of Abl Hanifah

Born during the reign of the Umayyad caliph ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan

Abl Hantfah, a tabi7T

Abd Hanifah saw Anas but did not study with him or hear hadtths from
him
45 agale a8 Lad @llle o il 1) 1l

Impetus for seeking

Al-Sha‘br: “You ought to study knowledge and sit in the company of




religious knowledge

learned men. | discern signs of intelligence and energy in you”
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Abu Hantfah'’s
teacher

Studied figh with Hammad ibn AbT Sulayman al-Kuff for 18 years
- Hammad studied figh with Ibrahim al-Nakha‘T and was his
most prominent student
- Hammad's wealth allowed him to devote his time to teaching
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Connection between
figh and hadith

In the early period, figh and hadrth were much more interrelated
- Whilst teaching figh, jurists would narrate hadiths and rulings
of Companions

False rumors

Al-Awza‘T: “I envy this man for his abundant knowledge and perfect

intelligence, and | repent to God, for | had been in a clear mistake

about him. Stick close to this man, for he is different from what had

been reported to me”

ald da a5l el dale 3 G ) Mad Al yiaciaad 5 calic 55855 dale 553 Ja )l Sidae
aie gl L cadlay

Critics

BukharT’s criticisms of AbG Hanifah (all of them are misplaced) are the
criticisms of a hadith expert on the work of a faqth

In a chapter of Musannaf ibn Abr Shaybah the compiler discusses 125
issues where, he argues, Abi Hanifah did not (as he should) follow
hadith
- In nearly half of the cases, Abu Hanifah does adduce hadiths,
just not the ones that Ibn AbT Shaybah prefers
- In other cases, Abi Hanifah has preferred verses or the
mutawatir to ahad hadiths
- Inafew cases itis possible to understand the relevant hadiths
in different ways
- Interestingly, Ibn AbT Shaybah’s book contains 42 reports
which include Abd Hanifah among the narrators
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Abu Hantfah’s hadtth
teachers

Al-Sha’br - oldest of Abu Hanifah's teachers, had seen around 500
Companions

‘Ata’ ibn AbT Rabah - imam of hadtth, tafsir and figh in Makkah, used
to seat Abl Hanifah beside himself

Al-ZuhrT - one of the greatest masters of hadith
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Qatadah - blind, expert in hadith




Al-A‘mash - imam of Kufah

Salim ibn Abdullah ibn ‘Umar - Malik narrated from him through
someone else, while Abu Hanifah narrated from him directly
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Nafi‘ mawla ibn ‘Umar - sent by ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘AZiz to the people
of Egypt to teach them the Sunnah

Death of Abd
Hantfah

During the reign of the 2nd ‘Abbasid Caliph, Mansir, who persecuted
Umayyads and the descendants of ‘All RA, Abu Hanifah supported a
rebellion against him and was summoned
- Mansdir offered him the post of judge which he refused and
was imprisoned
- ltis alleged that Mansar had him poisoned

Abil Hantfah’s

Only known child is Hammad who became a scholar
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Profession Very successful silk merchant
- Took care to see that no unlawful gains were accrued
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Generosity Annually distributed a portion of his profits among the scholars

Covered the expenses for his poorest pupils
- One of these was his student Qadr Abd Yusuf
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Devotion to prayer
and Qur’an

Would spend the whole night in prayer and supplication
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Reportedly completed 7,000 khatms of the Qur’an
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Talking badly of

He did not backbite or slander others

others - Sufyan al-Thawri: “Abu Hanifah is too intelligent to ruin all his
good deeds [by backbiting or slander]”
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Daily routine Most of his day was spent dealing with juristic issues and teaching

- Other than that he would visit and tend to the sick, needy and
poor

Nights were spent in worship and reading the Qur’an

Acceptance by
contemporaries

Sufyan al-Thawrt of Kufah, al-Awza‘7 of Syria, Malik ibn Anas of
Madinah, Ibn Jurayj of Makkah, and Layth ibn Sa‘d of Egypt were




unanimous in their praise of him

Companions in
Kufah

More Companions settled in Kufah than in any city except Makkah
and Madinah
- ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td and ‘AlT ibn AbT Talib RA were the most
influential in developing figh in Kufah
- Kufah was the capital during Al’s caliphate
- Hudhayfah RA: “By God, | do not know anyone closer
to the Messenger of God in his way and character than

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud” . )
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Abu Hanifah did not invent his rulings, rather he followed the practice
of his city
- The ruling that the way women raise their hands or sit or
prostrate during prayer should be somewhat different from the
way for men, for example, he did not invent but continued on
the way of his predecessors
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Abi Hanifah’s figh

He discussed juristic issues with his students in order to school as

circle well as consult them
- Abu Hanifah would listen to the discussion, summarize it, and
then offer his opinion
- If differences of opinion could not be reconciled, the
opinions were all recorded
Methodology of Abd | “I hold to the Book of God, Exalted is He. If | do not find [what is
Hanifah sought] in it, then | hold to the Sunnah of the Messenger of God,

peace be upon him; if | do not find in the Book of God and the Sunnah
of His Messenger, then | hold to the opinion of the Companions”
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Distinguished the abrogating from the abrogated
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Rejected the abrogation or specification of a verse by an isolated
hadith
- If possible, he would reconcile differences
- Verse: “Recite whatever is easy of the Qur’an”
- Hadith: “There is no prayer for the one who does not
recite Fatihah”
- Recitation is fard and Fatihah is wajib
- If not possible, he would leave the hadtth for the verse
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Did not reject mursal narrations

Preferred sound ahad hadiths above giyas
- Abu Hurayrah: Prophet s:%: “Whoever forgetfully eats or
drinks should complete their fast”
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In rites of worship he followed hadith, not reason
- Laughing aloud in prayer breaks wudu

In matters not related to worship, he preferred giyas over ahad hadtth
- He held that the hadith “You and your wealth belong to your
father” does not mean a father can take his son’s property
without permission, unless the father is poor
- Upheld the principle that rights of property must be
honored

Preferred a jurist’s report over a non-jurist’s report

Abd Hantfah’s
evaluation of hadith

Due to his short chains—Abu Hanifah took from Successors who took
from Companions directly—it was easier for him to verify a hadith

Abl Hanifah'’s
knowledge of hadith

Al-Dhahabr includes Abd Hanifah in his Tadhkirat al-huffaz
(biographies of hadith experts)

Yahya ibn Ma‘in: “Abi Hanifah was reliable; he did not narrate except

those hadiths that he knew by heart”
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Proof for giyas
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Conditions for valid

‘lllah should be comprehendible

giyas - Laughing in prayer voids the prayer and wudu
- ltis not apparent why laughing voids wudu
- Therefore the ruling of laughing voiding wudu
cannot be extended to the funeral prayer
The original ruling is not for an exceptional case
- The Prophet SAW relied on the sole testimony of a Companion
in a case
- Cannot be used to permit only one witness in other
cases because the Qur’an requires two withesses
Istihsan Rejecting an obvious analogy in favor of one less obvious because

implementing the former would lead to some rigidity or unfairness
- Used when qgiyas leads to what contradicts the wisdom of the
law




Hadtth experts
versus figh experts

Majority of the great imams of hadith followed the great imams of figh
in juristic problems
- Among those who followed Abu Hanifah were: ‘Abdullah ibn
al-Mubarak, Mis‘ar ibn Kidam, Waki* ibn al-Jarrah, Yahya ibn
Sa‘ld al-Qattan, and Yahya ibn Ma‘ln
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Connections
between Imams of
figh

Imam Abd Hanifah met Imam Malik
Imam al-Shaybant studied with Imam Malik
Imam ShafiT studied with Imam Malik and Imam al-Shaybani

Imam Ibn Hanbal studied with Imam Abd Yasuf

Al-Figh al-akbar

Most HanafT scholars affirm the attribution of al-Figh al-Akbar to him

Hadtth experts who
studied with Abd
HanTtfah

‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak, Waki* ibn al-Jarrah, Yahya ibn Sa‘ld
al-Qattan, Hafs ibn Ghiyath, ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-San‘anit

Famous Hanafi
works

Bada’i’ al-Sana’i* fi tartib al-Sharad’i* by al-Kasan1 - supports juristic
rulings with evidence from original sources, and explains the rationale
and wisdom behind the law

- Possibly the best work to train scholars in the HanafT tradition

Hidayah of al-Marghinant - most read work among teachers and
students of the Hanafl madhhab
- Contains weak hadiths and sometimes misquotes hadiths

Hashiyah Ibn ‘Abidin - brings together in one place many details that
cannot be found in any other single work
- Principal reference for later jurists in Syria and India

Fatawa al-‘Alamgiriyyah - not a collection of fatwas but a voluminous
compilation of extracts from the authoritative works of the school
- Indian muftis rely on it as a main source for fatwas

Majallat al-ahkam al-‘adliyyah - a codification by Ottoman Turkey of
the law of contracts and obligations and of civil procedure according
to Hanafi doctrine




