Reviving the Role of the Masjid
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Virtue

“The best patches of earth are the masajid and the worst are the
markets”
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Prophets

Allah chose His Prophets to establish masajid
- The Messenger of Allah {5 started his mission in Madinah by
building the masjid
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Masjid activities
during the Prophet’s
time

Learning, reciting Qur’an, dhikr, du‘a’, socializing, receiving
delegations, raising funds, tending to the sick, shelter for the
homeless

Muslim minorities

Weeks or months may pass by without getting a chance to see
another Muslim except in the masjid

Islamic symbol

The masijid is the most evident symbol of Islam in the tangible world

Primary masijid
activities

The primary actions in the masjid are salat, dhikr, du‘@’, tilawah, and
ta‘lim
- These should be given priority such that those doing other
things should not cause disruption
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Not bothering
worshippers

If it is prohibited for someone who is praying or reciting the Qur’an to
bother other worshipers, then it is more prohibited for someone doing
something inferior to that to bother them
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Prohibited activities

Conducting business, advertising, announcing lost items

Permitted activities
Hadtth

Socializing
“They used to chat with one another, even about matters that
happened to them in jahiliyyah, and they would laugh and he
would smile”
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Eating




Hadtth

Hadith

Hadith

Hadtth

- “We used to eat bread and meat in the masjid during the time
of the Messenger of Allah 252"
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Playing
- “The Abyssinians were playing in the masjid, and the
Messenger of Allah was covering me with his garment to
watch their play”
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Sleeping
- Imam Bukhari has a chapter in his Sahih titled: Men sleeping
in the masjid, and a chapter titled: Women sleeping in the
masijid
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Women attending
- “Do not prevent Allah’s slave-women from going to Allah’s
masajid”
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Children attending
“The Messenger of Allah used to lead the people in prayer,
and al-Hasan would jump on his back when he prostrated, and
he did that more than once”
80 e @l Jadd a3 o jeda e Ty e o Gaall IS

Non-Muslims
- A delegation of the Christians of Najran stayed over at the
Prophet’s masijid
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- Muslims should invite others to the masjid to remove the fear
generated by anti-Muslims

Extravagant
buildings

‘I have not been commanded to build lofty mosques”
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Attached rooms to
the masijid

Some viewed that they take the same rulings of the masjid

Most Islamic centers have restrooms inside the building of the masijid
- Use of the lavatory is not permitted inside the masjid
- We have essentially agreed that the rulings of the
masijid are not extended to the entire physical facility
that contains it
- Thus, women during their period can come to
the Islamic Center as long as they don’t stay in
the prayer hall (masjid proper)




Supporting Islamic
workers

Hadith

The Prophet instructed that those who do service jobs for the benefit
of the ummah be sufficed
- The Prophet also reminded the actual workers of the
importance of ‘afaf (self-restraint)

- “He who will do work for us and has no house, let him
have a house... and if he has no riding animal, let him
have one. Whoever takes more than that, he is an

) embezzler’
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Masijid management

Muslims who live in the West have the opportunity to learn from
experts in management and administration
- There are free classes offered on how to run non-for-profit
organizations




